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On the Road to Passchendaele

audio-visual archives (Gaumont Pathe, ECPAD - Ministry of Defence 
Audio-Visual, the Cinémathèque Francaise and INA - National 
Audio-Visual Institute) to undertake research into their collections 
to identify and view similar NZ-related material. In addition to 
several new films recounting the generally winning records of New 
Zealand army rugby teams that played against British or French 
selections throughout 1918 and 1919 Steve located footage of 
General Godley watching a parade of Otago Mounted Rifles and 
New Zealand troops inspecting a captured German tank. Steve 
was also able to alert ECPAD staff to a momentary “antipodean” 
confusion on their database: the “All Blacks” in one rugby film are 
in fact Australians as evidenced by the large Wallaby prominently 
displayed in their jerseys...

At the Gaumont Pathe Archives in Paris an especially significant 
fragment has been located. Simply catalogued as a newsreel film, 
“Scenes of Maori Life”, the footage originally formed part of the 
larger feature film The Romance of Hinemoa. Shot in 1925 on various 
locations around Lake Rotorua and on White Island by Danish 
director Gustav Pauli, the Film Archive thought it held the only 
surviving footage (the opening scenes of the film) discovered in 
a garden shed outside London in 1981.  The new footage, albeit 
brief and when seen alongside the extant material held at the 
Film Archive, is likely to be from a scene or scenes fairly early in the 
original feature’s narrative. As Gaumont was the original distributor 
of the film in Europe it is not altogether surprising that their 
Archive holds at least this fragment. The Film Archive plans further 
investigation in the Gaumont Pathe Archives to hopefully identify 
further material.

Along with New Zealand Boys in Sling Camp the Film Archive holds 
more than 40 films documenting New Zealand’s participation in 
the First World War, as well as a number of films that explore the 
post-War experience: the memorials, ANZAC Day parades. Most are 
from the official record but several are amateur travelogues shot in 
the 1920s and 1930s of return visits by veterans to the battlefields of 
Northwest France and Flanders.

The most dramatic footage – artillery shell bursts in a countlessly 
blasted no-man’s land, lines of heavily burdened infantry going 
“over the top” – appears in the rare number of films shot during 
the hazardous conditions of battle. Consequently many of the 
films show the soldier’s life away from the front-line: raw recruits 
training with bayonet, Lewis Gun and bomb (Snow Man’s Land, 
1918); crowds farewelling troopship departures; the experience 
behind the front lines, enduring the seemingly endless round of 
visiting dignitaries and parades, the mud and boredom relieved and 
enlivened by sports matches especially rugby or sightseeing trips 
to Paris (Seeing Sights of Paris Before a Football Match, 1918). More 
somberly the films record the skill and dedication of New Zealand’s 
medical and support services.

Regrettably a number of the films that were sent to New Zealand 
were lost in the intervening years though thankfully copies have 
been located in archives in the United Kingdom. And other films 
featuring New Zealanders have also been acquired. 

With funding assistance from the New Zealand-France Friendship 
Fund the Film Archive’s mediaplex manager, Steve Russell, 
undertook a week-long programme of visits to Paris-based  

Photo credit: Frame enlargement, New Zealand Boys at Sling Camp (NZ, 1917)
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SCHEDULED FRIEND’S SCREENING FOR 2008

Thursday, June 19 at 7.00pm
Wellington in the War Years
The home front during World War Two, as depicted in the popular 
National Film Unit newsreel Weekly Review, and seen by our parents 
and grandparents. In association with Heritage Month 2008: War and 
Heritage, presented by the Wellington Heritage Promotion Council.

July 18 - August 3
37th Wellington Film Festival
Visit www.nzff.co.nz for regular updates on what’s hot on this year’s 
Wellington Film Festival programme.

Monday, 11 August at 6.15pm
Safety Last! (USA, 1923 G cert)
Paramount Theatre, Courtenay Place, Wellington (note venue)
The Wellington Film Society invites Friends’ members to join them 
for a rare screening of the classic Harold Lloyd comedy, Safety Last!. 
With live piano accompaniment by Adrienne Roberts.

Wednesday, August 20 at 7.00pm
The Bush Cinderella (NZ, 1928)
More live cinema, at its best! The Film Archive and the Friends 
celebrate the 80th anniversary of the release of Rudall Hayward’s 
popular feature, starring Miss New Zealand Dale Austen, “who 
combines Hollywood experience and technique with a faultless 
photographic face.” — The Sun, 27 August 1928.
 
Thursday, August 21 at 7.00pm
SPIN : Political posturing, 1911 - 2000
An election year special, from the earliest soapbox electioneering 
by Labour candidate Mr McLaren in 1911 to contemporary footage 
of politicians. This programme includes a speech from Michael 

Joseph Savage, a 1949 National Party production condemning  the 
the evils of socialism, a newsreel heralding the 1954 Elections, made 
with a whimsical, rhyming commentary, a tipsy Sir Robert Muldoon 
announcing the 1984 snap election, and your “favourite” election 
campaign advertising...

Thursday, October 23 at 7.00pm
Canterbury Ham & Oysters on Toast: NZ culinary delights, 1927 
- 1985
A programme of films looking at our food habits through the 
decades. The programme includes early advertising (for biscottes 
and fresh pak whipping cream) along with appearances from well 
known TV chefs Graham Kerr and Alison Holst.

Thursday, November 13 at 7.00pm
After the War Was Over
A screening programme that explores the various ways the 
Great War has been remembered and commemorated: ANZAC 
Day services, parades, memorials, personal pilgrimages to the 
battlefields, rehabilitation etc) with live accompaniment. Co-curated 
with Stephen Clarke, Historian, RSA and to commemorate the 90th 
Anniversary of the Armistice of 11 November 1918 and the end of 
the First World War.

Thursday, December 18 from 5.30pm
Friends Annual End of year Function
The renowned Victorian parlour art of the Magic Lantern, complete 
with extraordinary slides and sound effects presented by William 
Main.

All screenings in the NZ Community Trust Mediatheatre, Film Archive, 
cnr Taranaki & Ghuznee Streets, Wellington (unless otherwise indicated)

New Zealand Feature Project
April – May 2008

NZ Feature Project screenings, Wednesday nights at 7.00pm, in the NZ Community 
Trust Mediatheatre, Film Archive, cnr Taranaki & Ghuznee Streets, Wellington

Features for Kids [of all ages]
16 April	 Footrot Flats (1986 PG cert) Dir: Murray Ball
23 April	 The Silent One (1984 G cert) Dir: Yvonne MacKay
30 April	 Alex (1993 G cert) Dir: Megan Simpson
7 May 	 Flight of the Albatross (1995 G cert) Dir: Werner Meyer
14 May	 Bonjour Timothy (1995 G cert) Dir: Wayne Tourell
21 May	 Whole of the Moon (1996 PG cert) Dir: Ian Mune
28 May	 Grampire (aka Moonrise) (1991 PG cert) Dir: David Blyth

DID YOU KNOW
That one of the benefits 
of being a Friend is that 

you can by producing your 
membership card obtain 

20% on Archive merchandise 
(NZ film themed books and 

DVDs) from the  
Media Complex? 


